Halothane-sparing effect of benzodiazepines in ponies.
The halothane-sparing effect of 2 benzodiazepines, diazepam and temazepam, were investigated in ponies by measuring the minimum alveolar concentration (MAC) for halothane before and after drug administration. The MAC value for halothane decreased 29% and 16% when either 0.044 mg/kg of diazepam or 0.044 mg/kg of temazepam, respectively, was administered intravenously. Heart rate, respiratory rate, systolic and mean arterial blood pressure, and expired CO2 were also measured. No differences were present in these variables before and after drug administration nor were differences noted between the benzodiazepines.